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Opening Remarks

The Chairman welcomed members and Government representatives to the
69th meeting of the Advisory Council on Food and Environmental Hygiene (ACFEH).

Agenda Item 1: Confirmation of the Minutes of the Last Meeting

2. Comments on minutes of the last meeting were received from members.
Members accepted the proposed amendments and confirmed the minutes of the
last meeting.

Agenda Item 2: Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Last Meeting

3. As informed at the meeting on 6 July 2018, the Chinese Manufacturers’
Association (CMA) Testing and Certification Laboratories would present their
food certification scheme (under Item 6 below).

Agenda Item 3: Policy Address Initiatives relating to Food Branch of the Food
and Health Bureau (ACFEH Paper 5/2018)

4, The Chairman invited members to take note of the Policy Address
initiatives under the purview of the Food Branch of the Food and Health Bureau
as set out in ACFEH Paper 5/2018. Members were encouraged to continue
advising the Government on issues under ACFEH’s ambit in the coming year.

Agenda Item 4: Mosquito and Rodent Control (ACFEH Paper 6/2018)
5. Mr LEE Ming-wai briefed members on the measures taken by the Food

and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) on mosquito and rodent control
in 2018 as well as the key areas of work in 2019.

Mosquito Control

6. Dr CHUNG was concerned with the effects of the genetic technology
for mosquito control on other insects. Mr Lee replied that Wolbachia is bacteria
that many insects were already naturally infected. Interbreeding of mosquitoes
carrying different strains of Wolbachia would cause cytoplasmic incompatibility
and lower the dengue virus carrying capacity of mosquitoes. FEHD would study
the feasibility of new methods before they were adopted.

7. The Chairman enquired whether intensive fogging operation would
widely impact on the environment. Mr LEE replied that fogging operation mainly
targeted at scrubby areas at close proximity to densely populated areas. Mr Daniel
CHENG informed members that the Government would step up its measures on
mosquito control before the coming rainy season. Mr David CHAN agreed with
the proposed direction of mosquito control work, and mentioned that strengthening




education in the local community would also be important.

8. Mr David CHAN said that construction sites were mosquito breeding
black spots. Ms Vivian LAU responded that FEHD would promote mosquito
preventive measures to construction site workers and specifically would take
actions on stagnant waters found in works sites.

Rodent Control

Q. Mr David CHAN suggested the Government provide more channels for
the public to report rodent black spots e.g. the 1823 hotline. As rubbish in back
streets was a major cause of rodent infestation, he suggested FEHD consider
stepping up the destruction of rat holes.

10. Ms Vivian LAU replied that FEHD would strengthen the surveillance
on food premises in order to reduce the disposition of food remnants by restaurants.
To this end, night vision cameras with artificial intelligence capability would be
deployed on a pilot basis. In addition, FEHD would look into the rodent issue
arising from demolition of old buildings.

11. Ms Josephine KEA enquired whether FEHD could conduct surveillance
of rodent infestation inside private properties. Ms Vivian LAU explained that the
primary responsibility of ensuring that hygienic conditions of the property rested
with the owners. FEHD would take enforcement actions if necessary.

Agenda Item 5: Outbreak of African Swine Fever on the Mainland
(ACFEH Paper 7/2018)

12. Dr Thomas SIT, Dr Christine WONG and Mr MA Yuen-hung briefed
members on Government’s work in response to the recent outbreak of African
Swine Fever (ASF) on the Mainland, including among others, maintaining close
communication with Mainland Authorities, enhancing cleansing and disinfection
of pig-carrying vehicles at slaughterhouses, suspending the importation of breeders
from the Mainland, and phasing out the practice of feeding swill in local pig farms.

13. Mr Philip YUNG remarked that the preventive measures were important
for preventing infection of local pigs as well as ensuring a stable supply of live pigs
in Hong Kong.

14, Prof Felix CHAN enquired how the Government would ensure imported
live pigs were free from ASF. Dr Christine Wong explained that Mainland
Authorities had been taking a series of stringent control and preventive measures
to secure the supply of ASF-free live pigs to Hong Kong SAR. All live pig
consignments from the Mainland had to be accompanied by valid health certificates
and the Centre for Food Safety (CFS) would monitor if the pigs showed suspected
symptoms at borders and slaughterhouse level. Prof Felix CHAN suggested the




Government consider conducting rapid tests on imported live pigs. Dr Thomas SIT
said that conducing testing only on pigs with clinical symptoms would be more
effective. Mr Daniel CHENG said that majority of live pigs supplied in Hong Kong
were imported from the Mainland, hence surveillance at source was of paramount
importance. In this regard, the relevant Mainland authorities had been exercising
strict oversight and quarantine control at the Mainland farm level.

15. Mr David CHAN was concerned about the risk of spreading ASF into
Hong Kong via pork or pork products carried by passengers. Dr Christine WONG
said that imported fresh pork should be accompanied by relevant valid health
certificates, notwithstanding the fact that ASF did not pose any food safety risk due
to its non-zoonotic nature. In addition, CFS worked with the Customs and Excise
Department in taking enforcement actions to crack down on illegal importation of
pork by passengers to Hong Kong.

Agenda Item 6: The Monitored Caterer Scheme developed by CMA Testing
and Certification Laboratories

16. Mr Joseph CHIU presented the food certification scheme developed by
the CMA. Members took note.

Agenda Item 7: Any Other Business

17. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm.
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